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By the end of this Workshop, you should be able to:

• Recognize the dimensions of Open Education

• Define OER and the 5 R’s of Open

• Differentiate between OER / Open Textbooks / Open Courses / 
MOOCs

• Have a clear understanding of OERs potential in education

• Learn how to Find, Evaluate, Adopt and Adapt OER

• Experiment with a variety of platforms to access and share OER



Open education is a philosophy about the way people should produce,
share, and build on knowledge.

Open Education encompasses resources, tools and practices that employ
a framework of open sharing to improve educational access and
effectiveness.

Open Education seeks to scale up educational opportunities by taking
advantage of the power of the internet, allowing rapid and essentially free
dissemination, and enabling people around the world to access
knowledge, connect and collaborate. Why Open Education Matters

What is Open Education

https://vimeo.com/43401199


“Open education is a way of carrying out education, often using digital
technologies. Its aim is to widen access and participation to everyone by
removing barriers and making learning accessible, abundant, and
customizable for all. It offers multiple ways of teaching and learning,
building and sharing knowledge. It also provides a variety of access routes to
formal and non-formal education, and connects the two”

OpenEdu Framework, JRC 2016:10.

Open Education in the OpenEdu Framework

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/opening-education-support-framework-higher-education-institutions


OpenEdu Framework

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC115663/ce_openeducation_completo.pdf


Access Widening Participation in Education: Opening up access to education is about removing or lowering economic, technological, geographical and
institutional barriers that may obstruct the doorway to knowledge.

Content Open Educational Resources (OER): OER are educational materials for teaching and learning in any format or media, as well as research outputs, data,
and literary works which are free of charge (gratis), and openly licensed (libre), or in the public domain. OER helps to increase access to education by enabling
educational materials to be freely shared, adapted and reused without the infringement of copyright

Pedagogy Open Educational Practices (OEP): Open educational practices (OEP) make the range of different teaching and learning approaches more transparent,
shareable and visible. OEP refers to specific teaching and learning practices that not only use OER but are also open to change, adaptations, sharing and
collaboration.

Recognition Open Learning: The recognition of open learning enables open education learners to make the transition from non-formal to formal education
should they wish to do so, as well as to achieve career progress. Recognition of open learning enables learners to use their open learning certifications towards
continuous professional development and career progress, and as a path towards new qualifications.

Collaboration Involving different stakeholders: Collaboration in open education is about facilitating the exchange of practices, and resources, as well as the co-
sharing of strategies and initiatives, with a view to improving teaching, learning, education services and research.

Research Open Science, Open Access and Open Data: Openness in research is about removing barriers to accessing data and research outputs, and also about
widening participation in research processes, thus embracing the open science, open access and open data approaches.

Framework 10 Dimensions



Strategy Integrating Open Education Practices into Core Activities: Having a strategy for open education means creating a unique and valuable position on
openness involving different sets of activities. The higher education institution’s strategy on open education should contain measurable actions and make an
explicit commitment to the integration of open education practices (OEP) as an enabler of its vision and mission for development, modernization and
transformation of (1) academic programs, (2) outreach, access and flexibility, and (3) research.

Technology Free Open Source Software and Open Document Standards: Technology in open education is approached as free and open source software (FOSS)
and standards which facilitate open educational practices. Technology works as an enabler of all the other dimensions of openness when based on open
standards and open source technologies which are interoperable with other platforms and services.

Quality Objectives, Standards and Procedures: Institutions can develop their own quality objectives, standards and procedures for open education, or adapt
existing ones used for general e-learning and distance education to ensure quality in open educational practices. Quality standards should cover all levels of
open education: 1) Open educational resources and courses (curriculum design, course design, and course delivery), 2) Open educational services (staff support,
students support) and 3) Open education management (strategic planning and development) and societal contributions.

Leadership Top-down and bottom-up: Leadership in open education is the promotion of open educational practices using transparent approaches, at the same
time turning these practices into institutional policies. These open educational practices should be prompted both from the top down (from university managers
to the staff and learners) and from the bottom up (from the staff and learners to the university management), and from society whenever possible.

Framework 10 Dimensions (Cont)



Open Access
Open Data
OpenCourseWare
Open Educational Resources
Open Textbooks

= Freely accessible and Openly licensed

Open Education Terms



Open Access is the free, immediate, online availability of
research articles coupled with the rights to use these articles
fully in the digital environment. Open Access ensures that
anyone can access and use these results—to turn ideas into
industries and breakthroughs into better lives.

(SPARC Open Access)

What is Open Access

https://sparcopen.org/open-access/


Open Data is research data that is freely available on the 

internet permitting any user to download, copy, analyze, 

re-process, pass to software or use for any other 

purpose without financial, legal, or technical barriers 

other than those inseparable from gaining access to the 

internet itself.
(SPARC Open Data)

What is Open Data

https://sparcopen.org/open-data/


An OpenCourseWare (OCW) is a free and open digital publication of 
high quality college and university‐level educational materials
organized as courses.

OpenCourseWare are free and openly licensed courses accessible to 
anyone, anytime via the internet.

What is OpenCourseware



A textbook that has been released with an open license

 The open license allows the textbook to be copied, shared 
and revised.

 The textbook can be distributed to students for free.

 Educators have the right to change the content of the 
textbook, allowing textbooks to be customized to meet the 
specific needs of learners

Open Textbooks



MOOC



The following slides were adapted from “OER Tutorial” by Algonquin College Library licensed under a CC BY-NC license . 



Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning,
teaching and research materials in any format and
medium that reside in the public domain or are under
copyright that have been released under an open
license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose,
adaptation and redistribution by others.

(UNESCO)

OER Definition



+ = OER

Open = Free + Permissions

Needs

Marginal Cost = $0







Resources that are NOT OER

Subscription-Based Library Collections

A library’s subscription-based resources (journals, videos, and other materials), while accessible to students and 

educators, are not OER. This is because their use in education may be limited by license agreements.

Digital Course Materials Provided to Your School That Do Not Carry an Open License

Instructional materials purchased from commercial publishers, while accessible and free to use by your educators and 

learners, are not OER. 

Free Resources Found Online That Do Not Carry An Open License

All the available resources on the web that you may have access to at no cost, but that are not in the public domain, or 

do not carry a Creative Commons license or other  open license, are not OER. 

Openly Licensed Resources That Do Not Allow for Adaptations

A widely-held tenet of the OER movement is to encourage the full range of possible permissions for use. Some argue 

that unless an open license allows for adaptations (edits or refinements), then the resource is not truly OER. Under this 

rule, resources that are licensed as Creative Commons No Derivatives (ND) are not considered OER.



 Syllabi
 Lecture Notes
 Full Courses
 Books & Textbooks
 Images & Illustrations
 Homework & Assignments
 Audio & Video Lectures
 Research Data
 Scientific papers

OER Examples



Google Advanced Search

https://www.google.com/advanced_search


Flickr Advanced Search

https://www.flickr.com/search/


The Mason OER Metafinder (MOM)

The Mason OER Metafinder helps you find Open
Educational Resources. The OER Metafinder launches a
real-time, simultaneous search across 21 different sources
of Open Educational Resources

https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html


OER Commons

https://www.oercommons.org/


cK12

https://www.ck12.org/teacher/


SKILLS COMMONS

https://www.skillscommons.org/


MERLOT

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=false&keywords=biology&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&materialType=13&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&category=2608&sort.property=relevance&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1&audience=5


OpenStax

https://openstax.org/


LibriVox

https://librivox.org/


BCcampus

https://open.bccampus.ca/


MIT OpenCourseWare (OCW)

https://ocw.mit.edu/


Open Access Directory

http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page


Open Data

https://data.worldbank.org/


Open Science

https://plos.org/open-science/why-open-access/


moonlight

https://moonliteproject.eu/#/


Thank You!
Twitter: @fbaroud

Email: fbaroud@ndu.edu.lb

This presentation contains some slides that were  adapted from “OER Tutorial” by Algonquin College Library  licensed under a CC BY-NC license . 
The New presentation by Fawzi Baroud is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

mailto:fbaroud@ndu.edu.lb
https://algonquincollege.libguides.com/oer-faculty
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

